
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

What’s Wrong With Our World? 

 

     If someone were to ask me, “What’s wrong with our world?” I could really unload 

on him. I could give him both barrels. So that is what I going to do this morning. I’ll tell 

you what’s wrong with our world: it’s terrorism, violence, greed, lust, man’s 

inhumanity to man…and that is just to start! Now STOP me when you have heard 

enough!  

     We all know the crazy, unthinkable things that are gong on all over our world…in 

Iran, Iraq, the Holy Land and Afghanistan. They are all awful. And these are just 

cracking the surface. We could go on and on. I ask you, “What is wrong with us??” It 

seems that mankind has hit a new low. And do you know what? It is evident that the 

main problem in our world is MAN himself. It is not the million and one things that we 

would like to pin the blame on. No, the problem is MAN himself! 

     Let me tell you a little story to demonstrate this fact. 

     Little Jimmy was the kind of kid who was always bubbling over with all kind of 

playful ideas. He was always standing at the door waiting for his dad to come home 

from work. His mind is always working overtime. He is looking forward to a good time 

with his dad. 

     However, dad had a horrible day at the office that day. Everything that could go 

wrong, well it did go wrong. And that stress had taken its toll on him. He was looking 

forward to just a few moments of peace and quiet with himself. However, little Jimmy 

doesn’t give up too easy. You see, he has other plans. Over and over he tugs at his dad’s 

leg with another suggestion of something wild that the two of them can do together. 

     Finally, in total frustration, dad rips a map of the world out of a magazine and then 

proceeds to tear it up into small pieces. He handed all the pieces to his son with a roll of 

scotch tape and said, “Here, go out and put the world back together.”  

     And then it was peace at last! Or at least that is what he thought. But in a few 

minutes Jimmy was standing before him…and in his hands was a crudely fashioned 

picture of the world. “Son,” he said, “how did you do this? This is incredible!?” 
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     “It was easy,” said the boy. “You see on the other side of the map of the world is a 

photograph of a man. As soon as I got the man straightened out, the world came 

together.” 

     Now that is a very profound statement coming from the lips of a child. And yet, how 

true it is. 

     And so, that is going to be our lesson for today. Put the world back together. All you 

have to do is get man fixed…and the world will be OK.  

     Well, good luck! If Jimmy could do it, maybe you can too. 

 

Inspired by 1 Cor 3:18 - 23 


